
Discovering
Surah Ikhlas.
Studying the Quran 
- as ordinary people 



Studying the Quran - as ordinary people 

Set intention and engage the inner self.
Read the passage until the words soak in and you have a broad overview.
Note down major themes.
Note the central theme if there is one.
Divide the passage into chunks based on message.
Highlight key words or phrases linked to understanding.
Note down questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

What do the important words mean?
Meaning of phrases or statements.
Find links between them - think about the order.
Find meaning in the context of: passage, surah, Quran.
What are the key messages and lessons?
Why is this for me, now?
What does this mean for mankind as a whole?

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Preserve the understanding you have arrived at - note it down!
Don’t take any understanding as complete, as it may shift and

change over time and learning. 

Stage 1 = familiarise Stage 2 = Study

Stage 3 = Consolidate



Find meaning in the context of: passage, surah, Quran.

Note down major themes.

Divide the passage into chunks based on message.

Highlight key words or phrases linked to understanding.

Note down questions.



An answer to the Qura'ysh (Makki)

After Surah Lahab

Towards end of Quran

Equivalent to 1/3 of the Quran

Beloved by the Prophet (PBUH).

Context of the Surah?



The big picture 

Unity
Oneness
Balance

What are
the main

themes of
Surah

Ikhlas?



قُلْ هُوَ ٱللَّهُ أحََدٌ ١

مَدُ ٢ ٱللَّهُ ٱلصَّ

لمَْ يلَِدْ وَلمَْ يوُلدَْ ٣

وَلمَْ يكَنُ لَّهُۥ كُفُوًا أحََدٌۢ ٤

Say, ˹O Prophet,˺ “He is Allah—One ˹and Indivisible˺;

Allah—the Sustainer ˹needed by all˺.

He has never had offspring, nor was He born.

And there is none comparable to Him.



How would you divide
Surah Ikhlas?

Divide the passage into chunks based on message



Say, ˹O Prophet,˺ “He is Allah—One ˹and Indivisible˺;

Allah—the Sustainer ˹needed by all˺.

He has never had offspring, nor was He born.

And there is none comparable to Him.

Oneness

Emphasis

Emphasis

Oneness

Analysing line by line...



the names of Allah - what do they mean to you? 

What are the names of Allah
used in the Surah?



Allah  ٱللَّهُ

Root word - "Ilah"

The one worthy of worship 

The essence of perfection  



Tawheed

wa-ha-da
Ahad - ayah 1 

Wahid
One in being One and unique

in attributes.

Ahad
Internalising the

understanding that
Allah is one

أحََدٌ 



Not made of something we can touch
Doesn't eat/drink
Eternal, absolute
Sustainer

Samad مَدُ  ٱلصَّ

-Being to whom our hearts turn to-



Samad

لمَْ يلَِدْ وَلمَْ يوُلدَْ 

What makes Allah
unique?

مَدُ  ٱللَّهُ ٱلصَّ
Allah—the Sustainer ˹needed by all˺.

He has never had offspring, nor was He born.

PAIRS!



Ahad - ayah 4 

وَلمَْ يكَنُ لَّهُۥ كُفُوًا أحََدٌۢ 
There is no one equivalent to him (The One) 

The grammer emphasises Ahad - subject at the end
Emphasis.



وَلمَْ يكَنُ لَّهُۥ كُفُوًا أحََدٌۢ 
There is no one equivalent to him (The One) 

قُلْ هُوَ ٱللَّهُ أحََدٌ ١

Say, ˹O Prophet,˺ “He is Allah—One ˹and Indivisible˺;

PAIRS!



Worship
Love for

AllahKnowledge
Who is Allah?
Why do I need
Allah? 

what does this surah
mean for us now?



Tawheed

Modern day shirk?

Who do we worship and why do we worship him? 

Islam is beautiful in its simplicity.

Islam is a religion of reason.

A people who submit.

what does this surah mean for us now?


