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Summary 
The Islamic Society of Britain (ISB) is a community-based charity and organisation 
established in 1990. ISB serves to promote greater understanding of Islam as well as 
organise, educate, and enhance the development of the British Muslim community.  
We encourage positive contribution to society and promote social justice.   
 
One of the flagship projects of the ISB, which has been developed over a decade and 
has far reaching impacts is the ‘Schools Outreach Project’. The project has 
developed resources and training to enable individuals to engage with primary and 
secondary schools to supplement and enhance their teachings of Islam within the 
national curriculum, through interactive assemblies, classroom workshops and 
Mosque visits.  
 
The quality of current teachings of Islam in schools varies significantly and often will 
rest on individual teachers and the ability of local Muslim individuals and 
organisations to understand the needs of the syllabus and have the skills to deliver 
age-appropriate teachings. The challenge of delivery increases with the age of the 
groups being taught. 
 
Whilst the current project team are growing the reach of the initiative by training 
people around the country, this is a slow process currently sustained by volunteers.  
We are seeking a highly skilled full time support Outreach Worker who will be able 
to institutionalise the training, reach out to schools around the country and critically 
develop an interface with SACRE, as the organisation responsible for overseeing the 
teaching of Islam in the national curriculum.  
 
We are seeking seed funding for 12 months in which we can develop this role and 
pursue longer standing financial support.  The post holder with the support of the 
rest of the Schools Outreach Team and the Islamic Society of Britain has an 
opportunity to fundamentally improve the way Islam is taught in schools and a 
student’s knowledge and understanding of Islam as they go through the school 
curriculum  
 
This includes creating videos and guidance packs for engaging with schools and 
mosques and employing a full-time Outreach Worker (Year 1). We anticipate 
thereafter to generate funding for the trainer from other sources for the years after.  
The estimated project cost is £40,000. 
 
We are now seeking donors who will contribute to the cost of this project. 
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1. Introduction /background to ISB 

ISB has been established for over thirty years and in addition to be an organisation 
working on the spiritual and leadership development of young Muslim people, it is 
also continually active in its locally communities across the United Kingdom engaged 
in social action to engage with and make a difference in society.  Currently, more 
than a hundred volunteers support the ISB’s activities on an ad-hoc basis and are the 
backbone of the community work that we do. 
 
ISB Schools Outreach Project was launched in 2021.  We have created a  resource 
pack and training programme for volunteers of a school-mosque workshop that has 
been running successfully for over ten years.  This workshop facilitates showcasing 
our mosques and welcoming in the school community for organised trips.  The 
programme includes a discussion on the mosque and its importance, the word 
Salaam, the spiritual code, a quiz, a mood board, , famous Muslims, the five pillars, 
prophets, writing in Arabic and much more. These sessions are planned to be 
interactive, engaging, and memorable.  This is for both primary and secondary 
schools with further interesting and contemporary topics and questions which are 
discussed  for older students.  These include the media, gender issues and Muslim 
contributions in society as well as various tricky questions.  Excellent feedback and 
the return of regular schools has shown us the value and high need of such work. 
  
We have delivered assemblies, workshops, support for trainee teachers as well as 
been called upon for advice and suggestions of booklists etc. 

 
2. The need or problem 

ISB volunteers have to date been focused on delivering  2-hour interactive sessions 
to school children from South Manchester. This has included visits to a local mosque.  
 
The quality of current teachings of Islam in schools varies significantly and often will 
rest on individual teachers and the ability of local Muslim individuals and 
organisations to understand the needs of the syllabus and have the skills to deliver 
age-appropriate teachings. The challenge of delivery increases with the age of the 
groups being taught. 
 
Furthermore, the more familiar these visits and sessions are to students, this 
undoubtedly serves to overcome common misconceptions and realise our shared 
values and commonalities rather than perceived differences.   Muslim students also 
benefit with increased self-confidence and the feeling of correct representation of 
their faith.  
 
Whilst the current project team are growing the reach of the initiative by training 
people around the country, this is a slow process currently sustained by volunteers.  
We are seeking a highly skilled full time support Outreach Worker who will be able 
to institutionalise the training, reach out to schools around the country and critically 
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develop an interface with SACRE, as the organisation responsible for overseeing the 
teaching of Islam in the national curriculum.  
 
The Outreach  Worker would work closely with teams of volunteers in their spaces to 
run these workshops.  As well as this, investment in further resources that can be 
accessible to teachers any time as a point of reference would be invaluable.  This 
means we could then utilise creative teams to develop such videos or other guides 
and resources. 
 

3. Goals and Benefits 

• Create initial videos on Ramadan, Eid and the Quran; these would be useful 
and available for use for any class.  

• Create some guides and resources for assembly plans or methods of engaging 
with schools;  this would help volunteers to have suggested ideas of what 
more can be done. 

• Employ an Outreach Worker ready to engage with volunteer teams and 
schools; to have a big impact in running the project and instilling confidence 
and providing support.  A paid worker would achieve targets within a good 
timeframe. 

• Developing partnerships with other organisations to support the rollout of 
the project nationally. 

 

4. Work/Activities 
Phase 1 (Completed) - Since the project started in early 2021, we have worked closely 
with colleagues who have been involved in delivering this type of education in schools 
across South Manchester to develop a resource pack and training programme for 
volunteers who would deliver this school-mosque workshop. We have developed all 
the necessary administration processes and templates necessary for managing the 
programme.  We have also run a series of virtual awareness sessions for those 
interested in getting involved. We have been assessing whether the volunteers are 
suitable for the role.   Based on the response we have identified potential areas of the 
country where this programme can be delivered.  At the same with have begun to 
identify mosques in those areas  that we could be used to deliver the workshops. We 
have also been looking for potential partner organisations who would be interested in 
collaborating with us on this programme.  
 
Phase 2  – May 2022 onwards, we are planning to deliver face to face training sessions 
for the approved volunteers who have signed up in the target areas.  As we are 
working with children, all the approved volunteers will be DBS checked and complete 
safeguarding training in line with our policies. We also plan to begin promoting our 
programme to primary and secondary schools in expectation that some schools will 
sign up to our programme from the start of the next school year in September 2022. 
Given the scale of the work that needs to be done, we plan to recruit a full-time 
trainer/ coordinator to train the volunteers and to support the development of the 
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programme. This will include creating new resources to aide the workshops i.e., videos 
and guides. 
 
Phase 3  - September 2022 onwards, we plan to begin delivering the programme in at 
least one area. We shall be closely evaluating the delivery in each school to ensure we 
are meeting the expectations of the school and making any changes based on their 
feedback. We hope we shall steadily rollout the programme in a phased way across 
the country as new volunteers are trained. At the same time, we shall be developing a 
close relationship with SACRE, the organisation responsible for overseeing the 
teaching of Islam in the national curriculum. We are seeking partners across the UK to 
assist with delivery of the programme in some regions. 
  

5. Timetable  

Stage Description of outcome Completed by Owner 

Phase 2 Develop job description for a 
trainer/coordinator 

May 2022  

 Recruit  trainer July 22  

 Engage with schools and 
mosques in identified areas 

Aug 22  

Phase 3 Training for volunteers Oct 22  

 Deliver initial session in a school Oct 22  

 Developing partnerships with 
organisations to support rollout 

Ongoing  

 

6. Budget  

No. Description of work/ item required Estimated cost £ 

1 Advertise and recruit a person – fees for agency 200 

2 Training 1000 

3 Employee costs for 1 year 35000 

4 Resources 1300 

5 Travel and accommodation 2000 

 TOTAL COST 40,000 
 

7. Project team 

Name Role 

Sahdia Salim Project Lead 

Sara Saigol  Core team Secondary trainer 

Uzma Chaudhry  Core team Secondary trainer 

Gazzala Chaudhry  Core team Primary trainer 

Ferdous Tabassm Core team Primary trainer 
All members of the teamare volunteers who have been delivering the programme in 
South Manchester for the past 10years. 
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8. Evaluation 
At specific milestones, an assessment will be made. Feedback will be collected from 
both schools and volunteers. 

9. Endorsements 

Altrincham and Hale Muslim Association, Islamic Cultural Centre, Grove Lane, 
Altrincham. WA15 8JQ 

Blessed Thomas Holford Catholic College, Urban Road, Altrincham. WA15 8HT 

Altrincham Grammar School for Girls, Cavendish Road, Bowdon, Altrincham. WA14 
2NL 

Wellington School, Wellington Road, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 7RH 

 

Next Steps 
 

• Feedback on proposal by potential donor 

• Confirm if they are able to support the project 

• If yes, how much 

• Draft agreement with donor and ISB  


